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developed into the forms used for buildings; trips were made to
see real houses which were being built in the community.
What was learned. The little house served as a means of mak-
ing real to the children what they were learning. Aside from fac-
tual learnings, of which there were many, the children learned to
work alone, and together on their projects, to take turns, to have
pride in their own and each other's work. They gained some
appreciation of the work that is needed for construction and, in
general terms, about raw materials which are used in house build-
ing.3
schools develop new approaches to housing
study
An extremely natural approach to the study of houses,
homes, and housing is being used in certain parts of the coun-
try today, and that is a consideration of the child's own house
and home as he is living in it. The approach seems a valid
one because the house is important to his parents and is
talked about and planned for at home. As the children get
into their own projects their awareness of larger home and
community problems grows. They also may see movies show-
ing group housing, slum clearance, and neighborhood safety
measures and beautification. They may watch new houses
being built, and questions may arise from their observations
about many phases of building.
In many cities, community-minded groups have worked re-
cently with local, national, and city agencies to improve living
levels of the people. The several state experimental programs
to improve housing—sponsored by the Sloan Foundation for
Education—have been planned on an educational basis. In
Florida, for example, educators in selected rural school dis-
trict^ where better housing is a great need, have worked with
specialists from the state university and state department of
education in surveying the needs and beginning programs in
wiops communities. The method most used in Florida has
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